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• Opened in 1942 as an Army Air Field
• Ranked in the top three in U.S. for 

Private Jet Traffic
• 5th busiest airport in New York State in 

2024 by aircraft movements
• 25 miles North of New York City
• Over 250 based aircraft including 97 jets
• Home base for IBM, PepsiCo, JPMorgan 

Chase, Blackrock, Citibank, Charter 
Communications 

• 23 Nonstop Destinations on 5 
Commercial Airlines

• 90% of traffic uses Runway 16/34

HPN Overview



Noise Abatement at Westchester
• Noise office opened in 1984

– Result of a lawsuit United States v. County Of Westchester
– Court ruled that the County could not enforce a curfew as it had not shown that noise was a problem at the 

airport

– County is under a permanent injunction prohibiting it from implementing or enforcing any restrictions on 
operations at the airport

– Noise Abatement Program was intended to gather information to show that the was a noise problem at HPN
• The one exception to prohibition on restrictions is the Terminal Use Regulation

– Result of another lawsuit Midway Airlines Inc. v. County Of Westchester

– Court ruled the county had provide access to the terminal on a equal basis

– Negotiations resulted in a limit of 4 flights and 240 passengers per half hour

– Slots and allocations are awarded in a quarterly lottery



Aircraft operation types and their mixture over time



Fewer Flights, More Passengers between 1999 to current



• Since 1984 the airport has had a Voluntary 
Restraint From Flying Period from Midnight 
to 06:30 AM

• The noise office on a monthly basis will 
contact any operator that flies during the 
VRFF

• We have had success working with both 
based and transient operators at reducing 
VRFF Operations

• NetJets had been one of the most 
responsive operators reducing their 
operations during the VRFF Period from 
almost 300 in 2018 to just 27 in 2024

• Based operators who avoid flying during 
the VRFF Period are presented with the 
Spirit of Noise Abatement Award

Voluntary Restraint From Flying (VRFF) 
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VRFF Operations 1985-Present



• Since 1988 the airport has monitored 
noise events at 22 noise monitors 
throughout Westchester and Fairfield 
Counties

• If an aircraft registers at 90 dBA or higher 
on one of the monitors the operator will be 
contacted by the airport and be reminded 
of the airport’s Noise Abatement 
Procedures 

• If the current threshold of 90 dBA was in 
place in 2001 there would have been over 
400 High Range Noise Events

High Range Noise Event Program

Thresholds

1988-1999  96.0 dBA
2000-2008  93.0 dBA
2009-Present 90.0 dBA 



Outreach to Corporate Operators
New tools to reach the decision makers



• Over the past several years we have increased our 
outreach to corporate operators 

• The airport attends the National Business Aircraft 
Association’s (NBAA) Scheduler and Dispatcher’s 
Conference 

• We host the annual NBAA Northeast Regional Forum 
in June

• Winners of the Spirit of Noise Abatement Awards 
for based operators are announced at the regional 
forum

• These events give us the opportunity to raise 
awareness of our Noise Abatement programs and to 
promote the airport

Outreach to Corporate Operators



• At the Schedulers and Dispatchers 
Conference and NBAA Regional Forums our 
goal has been to raise awareness of the VRFF 
Period and the airport’s other noise 
abatement procedures 

• While it is hard to measure the results of this 
outreach attending these events allows us to 
reach the schedules and dispatchers from 
aircraft operators from around the country 
and beyond

Outreach to Corporate Operators



Community Engagement



Community Engagement 

• We have found over time that there is a direct correlation to the airport being in the 
news and the number of noise complaints that our office receives

• Use of the Air Noise Button has led to more complaints to the airport but less 
engagement with residents 

• Talking to residents directly when they make an initial complaint can sometimes 
avoid someone becoming a serial complainer

• Real Estate Briefings
• We offer to prepare real estate briefings for anyone looking to purchase a home in 

either Westchester or Fairfield Counties
– None of the people for whom we have prepared briefings for have become 

complainers



Community Engagement Led to a New Approach Procedure



Thank You
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